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their different ways than Cromwell and Charles I. Move on
another hundred years, to the age of Walpole and the early
Georges, and religion again seems dead, but immediately after-
wards their arose a remarkable religious movement, starting
among the common people, and associated with the names of
Wesley and Whitefield. This spread outwards and upwards for
a hundred years, and the religiousness associated with the
Victorian Age is really the climax of that movement begun long
before.

Perhaps this religious movement was at its height from about
1830 to 1870, and our period coincides with the beginning of its
decline. What were the causes of its decline? One of them was
the spread of scientific ideas. There is no real opposition between
religious and scientific truth, but Victorian religion was bound
up with many ideas which would not stand exposure to the light
of science, a belief, for example, in the literal truth of every
word of the Bible, From all sides ideas were flooding in that
were inconsistent with these simple beliefs. A new generation
was growing up which thought itself too clever to believe such
things; Victorian religion began to seem old-fashioned and, as
people say to-day, ea back number'. Gradually Sunday became
less a day of religion than a day of amusement, no longer a holy
day but a holiday.

Games. 1870 may be regarded as the beginning of modern
history so far as our great national games are concerned. In
earlier times people had generally found recreation not in games
but in sport,, hunting and shooting and fishing and racing.
Modern organized games are a product of urbanization, or
development of big towns and the concentration of the bulk of
the population in them. Town life demands air and exercise and
does not provide much space for them. The advantage of games
is that one can get a lot of exercise in a small space, and those
who do not play can sit around and watch.

To start with football. Football of one kind or another must
go back to the dawn of history. There was, for example, a sort
of cross-country football with the goals in different villages.
Every school would play according to its own rules on its own
playground. The goals would be a convenient gateway or the
space between two trees. Very often a wall along the side of the .